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Town of Swanzey, New Hampshire 
Forestry Meeting – Board of Selectmen 

April 19, 2018 
Whitcomb Hall, 17 Main Street 

Swanzey, NH 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
The meeting was called to order by Board of Selectmen Chair Sylvester Karasinski at 4:00 pm at Whitcomb Hall. 
Present were Selectmen Karasinski and Kenneth Colby, and Foresters Jeremy Turner and Laura French from 
Meadowsend Consulting. Also in attendance were Town Administrator Michael Branley and members of both 
the Open Space Committee and the Conservation Commission:  Conservation Commission Chair Wally Smith, 
Beverly Bernard, Linda Hunt, Jane Johnson and members of the Open Space Committee:  Chair Sharon 
Greatbatch, Theresa DiLuzio, Jeanne Thieme, and Bob McKelvey. 
 
DISCUSSION 
Branley explained that the goals and objectives for a Town of Swanzey forest management plan for Mt. Caesar 
a.k.a. the Carpenter Home land.  He said the discussion will focus on developing consensus answers to a form, 
which he passed out to those in attendance. 
 
French spoke about the Forestry Management Plan, which will provide recommendations for managing the 
forest into the future.  She said Meadowsend includes educational elements in their plans. The plans usually 
include a history of the property.  DiLuzio asked French if she and Turner were familiar with the property.  
French said the ledge on the land was a Native American lookout in the far past.  The plans will list the land 
owner objectives for the property including recreation, aesthetics, wildlife habit, and protection of water 
resources among others.  French and Turner will evaluate the site and guide the Town on making good 
decisions for the property.  She spoke about access, boundaries, trails, roads and their limits.  If timber 
products are an objective, then the art of growing trees impacts on meeting that objective.  She spoke about 
managing and reallocating sunlight.  Turner said the management plan is for a ten-year period.   
 
Bernard asked about incorporating the Forestry Plan into the Master Plan for the Town. French said she would 
need to see the Master Plan for the town so that their Forestry Plan reinforces the Master Plan.  She said the 
Goal Assessment Form is meant to assist in determining what the interests are of the community. Smith spoke 
about commercial goals versus non-commercial objectives, which French said the land often dictates its uses.  
 
DiLuzio asked if French had walked the property and she said that she hasn’t because of an injury and 
someone else made the inventory. DiLuzio asked what is included in the inventory. French said everything that 
is on the land will go into the plan:  notes on disease, boundary conditions, tree species, size, health, status, 
condition of dead trees and regeneration trees, etc.  She said there are more than 500 photos taken on the 
property.   
 
French said the west side of the land was part of a timber sale and this area needs to grow for a while. It has 
decent stock for growing – good quality oak still left and in a good place for productive growth.   There was a 
discussion about the possible Edon Tap development impact on the flow of water between Mt. Caesar and 
Swanzey Lake. 
 
There was a discussion about erosion of the trail by running water leaving deep ruts.  There was a discussion 
about guidelines for grades – restoration of hydrology that impacts the trail.  Smith asked about the 
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experience of French to make some recommendations – she would be interested in silviculture to produce 
quality oak for some sort of revenue stream. She said the land has a classic oak site and oak grows well.  Oak is 
an excellent tree for wildlife habitat.  And we have white oak and they are primarily in an area not accessible 
for use for commercial purposes. She spoke about the possibility of wildcat activity. She mentioned blueberry 
and other shrubs as a source of food for animals. Improve what we have for wildlife habitat and increase 
diversity by managing sunlight to provide more food for diverse animals.   
 
She said the field on the property is full of buckthorn, which is an invasive species.  It is a threat to the forest.  
She spoke about chemical, manual, and mechanical control.  There is a machine that pulls the entire plant 
including the roots and the problem is it disturbs the land significantly such that other invasive species can take 
over. French spoke about herbicide control.  She said every management plan has pros and cons.  She 
suggested herbicides can be effective if done correctly. A healthy forest is a diverse eco-system.  Invasive 
plants crowd out and out-compete native trees and shrubs. She said buckthorn is not a good food source for 
birds. 
 
There was a discussion about using the land as a revenue source for the Carpenter Home.  Turner asked about 
the idea of designating the land as a Town Forest. Smith asked if some of the income from the land could be 
used to help restore the forest.  Turner spoke about habitat enhancement for rabbits or for birds or for others.  
French spoke about increasing growth rates on some trees while others might be left to grow naturally.   
 
Thieme mentioned that Mt. Caesar has long been used for family hiking and there was a quarry in the area.  
She asked how you manage the forest and keep the historical nature of it.  French said the town could build an 
interpretative trail to focus on the history of the quarry and tell the story of the land.   
 
French said we should prioritize objectives.   We should address the erosion and the invasive plants first and 
then decide other objectives.  Turner asked the committees to do a homework assignment to fill out the Goal 
Assessment Form.  Thieme suggested that the Conservation Commission fill out one form and the Open Space 
Committee fill out one so Turner and French would get two forms from the two committees. The Selectmen 
could do the same.  Both committees agreed to do so. 
 
DiLuzio said it will be important to preserve the history of the area and she provided some information to 
French.   There was a discussion about keeping the summit open for the view and French said opening up the 
summit is good for some species. French said she is available for phone or email information is on the website:  
mtlforests.com. French said the best plans come from specific goals. 
 
Meeting ended at 5:15 p.m. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 

 
 
Beverly Bernard, Recording Secretary     
Approved on April 25, 2018  


